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Xterra Athletes Dominate Teva First Bank 8 at 8 Trail Race

Vail, CO ---- A cool, grey, and rainy morning greeted runners as they stretched in preparation for the fist race in Colorado’s Teva Vail Mountain Trail Running Series, the Teva First Bank 8km at 8,000 feet. 
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Several runners new to trail running asked race officials if the course would be muddy. Race Director Mike Ortiz assured the newbies that they would encounter mud and slushy terrain as they made their way onto the trails of Vail Mountain. 

Trail race veterans, Xterra pros, and Vail locals Lisa Isom, 33, and Josiah Middaugh, 26 had no issue with the sloppy conditions and won their respective divisions with Isom running 35:39 and beating second-place finisher Katie Mazzia, 36, Eagle, CO by nearly four minutes. Middaugh’s margin of victory over second-place Bernie Boettcher, 42, Silt, CO was just 21 seconds with Middaugh posting 31:53 and Boettcher 32:14.

[image: image2.jpg]



Page Two/Teva First Bank 8 at 8

[image: image3.jpg]


Boettcher who races once or twice per weekend has a special relationship with the Vail series because he designs all the race T-shirts. “I heard that Bernie was running the Garden of the Gods race in Colorado Springs today so I was surprised to see him at the start line this morning. I had joked with Bernie that if he ran the Garden we’d look for another artist to design our T-shirts. Maybe he thought I was serious,” quipped Ortiz.

A surprise in the men’s top finishers was 15-year-old Jonathan Stevens who finished in 34:31, good enough for third place. Stevens will enter his sophomore year in the fall and run for Battle Mountain High School in the Vail Valley.

The Teva Vail Mountain Trail Running series includes five races scheduled June through September with event distances ranging from 5k to the half marathon (13.1 mile). Next in the series is the Teva Vail Daily Vail HillClimb (7.5 miles) on July 3, followed by the Teva Vail HalfMarathon on July 24, the Teva Berry Picker (5K/10K) on August 14 and on September 11, the Teva Extremesports.com EverGold 10K. Register for one event, two events, or for the entire series at www.active.com. 

Prizes will be presented to overall and age group winners of each event with series prizes awarded after the final event to runners who compete in at least four events.


Series title sponsor Teva footwear introduces their lightweight X1 trail racer available at Boulder Running Company and Christy Sports, both retailers serving as registration points for the series. Series sponsors include First Bank, Extreme Health Care, Vail Daily, Vail’s Mountain Haus, Tiga Advertising, Howard Head Sports Medicine Centers, and Gatorade.

For more information andcomplete results, and to view course maps for upcoming events in the series visit www.vailrec.com 
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Race Photos:
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AATRA Club Member: Eagle 










