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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -- June 11, 2006  --- DRAFT
Boettcher Dominates Field at Teva First Bank 10 at 8 Trail Race
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Vail, CO ---- When defending champion Bernie Boettcher, 43, Silt, Colorado crossed the finish line at today’s Teva First Bank 10 at 8 (10Km at 8,000 feet) in 44:22 there were no other runners in sight. In fact his nearest competitor, fellow masters runner Antonio Holguin, 40, finished more than four minutes back timed in 48:24. While waiting for his competition at the finish line Boettcher said, “I don’t know where he is. I know there was a guy pretty close behind me and it wasn’t too far from the finish line…or so I thought,” said Boettcher. 

After Holguin crossed the line there was another gap before third-place finisher John Arnot, 38, crossed the line in 51:57.
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“We had three runners finish and then some runners crossed the finish line heading east instead of west. We placed a call to the ski patrol who were helping out on course to let them know we probably had a missing or downed course marker. The issue was quickly resolved and the majority of the runners were directed back on course,” said Director Mike Ortiz, Vail Recreation District. 
“I guess I’m used to the way Mike (Ortiz) marks courses, because I didn’t have a problem,” said Boettcher. “I guess when one person takes a wrong turn everyone follows and soon everyone is off course.”
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The top two women finishers, Helen Copsolich and Anita Ortiz were affected by the downed course marker and reached the finish line together in 52 minutes… heading in the wrong direction. “I know we missed a turn,” said Ortiz, “I was heading toward Simba (another trail on the mountain, but not on course) and thought it wasn’t the right direction.”
About 15 runners, including some of the top men, did get a bit off course. However, all of the errant runners ended up covering at least the same distance so race organizers considered everyone who crossed the finish line – in either direction – a finisher in the final results. When the results were posted there was a time for protest and the only contention was in the women’s 19 and under age group. The four women affected in the results all came to an agreement and the finish order was changed. 
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For the 9:00 a.m. race start temperatures were in the upper 50s with nary a cloud in the sky, typical of Rocky Mountain weather in the late spring. Contrast this year’s beautiful weather to that of last year when the Teva Vail Mountain Trail Running series opener welcomed racers with chilly temperatures and snow which turned to rain prior to the race start. Last year mud was the predominant feature on the trails, while this year runners were faced with dry and dusty conditions. Nonetheless, the Colorado wildflowers were abundant on the lower portions of the mountain. The only appreciable snow was above 9000 feet and runners didn’t make it that high.
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For the second consecutive year, the race did not start and finish at the top of Vail Mountain where runners used to enjoy the ever-popular 10 at 10 (10k at 10,000 feet). In 2004 participants were shuttled up the mountain to the start line via chair lift and gondola, but last year’s record snowfall and late snow melt caused organizers to re-mark the course to start and finish at the base of the mountain making it an 8 at 8 (8k at 8,000 feet). This year the start and finish line had to remain at the base of the mountain due to construction and the fact that the chair lift and gondola would not be running until early July. 
Instead of using the same course as last year, organizers decided to change the elevation at which the course was run, but keep the distance at 10 kilometers. The course started and finished at Gold Peak and had an elevation gain of 1536 feet over the route with a high point measured at 8,982 feet and a low point on course at about 8200 feet.
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“Everyone loves the 10 at 10 course and hopefully we’ll run it again in 2007,” said race organizer Joel Rabinowitz. 
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The top three male and female finishers overall received gift certificates for Teva footwear while the top three finishers in each age group 19 and under, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, and 60+ also received Teva footwear gift certificates. There was no duplicate prize giving although all participants were eligible for random prize drawings.
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FuelBelt, Inc., and 180s were among the companies that provided random draw prizes. Numbers were called out and runners and volunteers claimed more than 20 different prizes. Since the random drawing was held while runners were still on course, organizers made sure that if a number was called and the awardee didn’t collect his or her prize immediately the results sheet was checked to see if that runner had crossed the finish line. Runner Alison Dale benefited from this process and received her random prize as soon as she crossed the finish line. 

In addition to top various awards, each participant received a commemorative T-shirt and goody bag at the finish line. The T-shirts were designed by today’s race winner Bernie Boettcher who also happens to be a very talented artist.
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To add another Boettcher design to your T-shirt collection, be sure to sign up for one, two, three, or all four of the remaining races in the Teva Vail Mountain Trail Running series. 
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Named best race series of 2005 by regional magazine Colorado Runner, the series celebrates its ninth anniversary this year. In order to be scored as a series finisher, participants must complete at least four events. Today’s event will be followed by the 28th Annual Teva Vail HillClimb (7.5 miles) on July 2, the Teva Vail HalfMarathon on July 23, the Teva Tiga Berry Picker (5k/10k) on August 13 and on September 10, the final event will be held as the Teva Joint Worx  EverGold 10K. Series awards will be presented at the September 10 event during the race awards ceremony. Last year’s series boasted more than 1100 participants with nearly 20 runners completing all races in the series. 
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Individual race entry is $25 or $35 on race day. Runners can register Online at active.com, print out an entry form at www.vailrec.com and mail, or fax the completed entry, or stop by Vail Recreation District at 700 South Frontage Road East in Vail to drop off the entry. 
Remember, these runs are designed for all ages and abilities. Each year many visitors to Vail who hail from the flatlands participate in the series. Some even give the locals a run for the top prizes. 
 Series title sponsor Teva footwear introduced the Teva Mountain Running Club earlier this year and invites all athletes to join at www.teva.com. Series sponsors include First Bank of Vail, Joint Works Physical Therapy, Vail’s Mountain Haus, Tiga Advertising, Howard Head Sports Medicine Centers, Steadman Hawkins, and Gatorade.
For more information including results and press releases from last year’s series, and to view course maps visit www.vailrec.com 
Top finishers (141 total finishers) and age group winners
 Men             

1.Bernie Boettcher, 43, 44:22

2.Antonio Holguin, 40, 48:24

3.John Arnot, 38, 51:57

Women

1. Helen Cospolich, 29, 52:00

2. Anita Ortiz, 42, 52:00

3. Heidi Vosbeck, 44, 54:20
Age group winners: 19 & Under: Stephen Koch, 18, 52:00 and Ali Garel, 18, 1:02:06
20-29: Jones Taylor, 28, 52:00 and Megan Boord, 28,   54:20

30-39: William Desportes, 32, 52:00 and Vicky Keleske, 32, 56:07
40-49: Jeff Ogre, 49, 52:00 and Kate Lapides, 42, 1:01:12

50-59:John Swartz, 58,  55:34 and Jan Wisor, 54, 1:17:26

60+: Jim Romero, 66, 1:01:55 and  Diane Tope, 61, 1:17:43
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Photos from Start…
…to finish





Boettcher





Ortiz and Boettcher





Ellen Colrick wins prize





John Swartz receives his award





Margaret Edwards hands out T-shirts





Brendan Bell





Andrea Sprung





Discussing race strategies





Sara Lybarger, VRD Staffer





Lynn and Marvin Bird get set with results at finish line





Tom Edwards





Amy Ludke, VRD, finishes








